12                    KING  CHARLES I
was a delicate infant, hardly expected to live, and his parents reserved their ambitious dreams for his sister Elizabeth and his elder brother Henry, who were both handsome, hardy children. In March 1603, when Charles was two years old, Queen Elizabeth died, decrepit and hideous, but feared, worshipped, and loved by the majority of her subjects. King James, with a sigh of relief, left his barren northern kingdom, where life was one long struggle with his Scottish chiefs, and progressed through the rich counties of England to be crowned James I at Westminster. "%Here, he knew, royalty was held in proper esteem and here he hoped to pass the rest of his days in peace and plenty. Peace he achieved, but plenty he took for granted, and the King's bounty to his friends, who were principally Scotchmen, helped to embarrass the Treasury long after James was dead. What was worse, he lowered the prestige of the Crown ; and the Crown was largely sustained by its prestige, not on reason, as James, an intellectual Scotchman, had imagined, nor on force. There was no Army; the Navy was largely a collection of private adventurers; there was no efficient Civil Service with traditions of probity and a vested interest in the continuance of the Government. Every department had to be fanned out to men who paid heavily for their posts and expected to make fortunes from their perquisites. Above all, there was no regular source of income sufficient to carry on the Government except in the most meagre manner. The value of money had been falling ever since the discovery of America, therefore the value of land had risen and Crown lands which had been sold to meet